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The General Services Administration ("GSA") submits these Comments on

behalf of the customer interests of all Federal Executive Agencies ("FEAs") in response

to the Commission's request for comments on the application by New York Telephone

Company d/b/a Bell Atlantic - New York et a/. ("Bell Atlantic") for authority to provide

in-region, interLATA services in the State of New York.

On September 29, 1999, Bell Atlantic filed an application with the Commission

for authority to provide in-region, interLATA services pursuant to the Communications

Act of 1934, as amended. 1 On the same date, the Commission issued a Public Notice

inviting interested parties to submit comments on the application.

The objective of these Comments is not to express opposition to Bell Atlantic's

request, nor to express an opinion on the overall merits of the application. The

purpose is to bring to the Commission's attention a practical problem that GSA, as a

large consumer of local services, is encountering in transitioning services from the

47 U.S.C., Section 271.
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incumbent local exchange carriers ("LECs") to the competitive LECs in competitive

procurements. The problem concerns the status of building riser cable and the

customer's right to use this cable for the provision of services from the carrier of its

choice. In this situation, access to the building's riser cable is critical. This problem

has implications for all customers in multi-story buildings throughout the nation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 enunciated pro-competitive policies, with

requirements for interconnections by all carriers and a "checklist" for measuring

incumbent carriers' progress in meeting the Act's open access requirements.

Uncertainties that customers face regarding the legitimate use of riser cable may be

appropriate for consideration during deliberations that will set the stage for an

incumbent LEC providing inter-LATA services.
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